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In  line  with  the  work  of  Ernst  Kapp, Greek  Foundations  of  Traditional  Logic (1942), 
scholars have recently challenged the traditional view of Aristotelian logic, which separates 
the  Topics and  the  Analytics,  by  stressing  the  importance  of  the Analytics’  dialectical 
background, and therefore its links with the Topics (e.g. Crubellier 2011; Marion & Rückert 
2016; Crubellier, et al. 2019; Kapantais & Karamanolis forthcoming). They stress in this 
fashion the role of dialogues in Aristotelian logic. However, since the syllogistic of the Prior 
Analytics is the part of Aristotle’s logic which seems the least dialogical, a key element for 
defending a dialogical interpretation of Aristotle’s logic as a whole consists in providing 
strong  grounds  for  interpreting  syllogistic  in  a  dialogical  way.  Taking  stock  of  Michel 
Crubellier's interpretation of the sullogismos as the recapitulation moment in a dialectical 
debate, this talk will insist (in a first part) on the role of objections (enstaseis) in dialectic in 
order  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  dialectical  sullogismos of  the  Topics  and  the 
sullogismos of the Prior Analytics. 

And yet, even with strong textual evidence in favor of a continuity between the Topics and 
the  Prior  Analytics,  external  factors  weaken  this  interpretation:  there  are  modern 
reconstructions of syllogistic in non-dialogical formal frameworks which give weight to non-
dialogical interpretations of the Prior Analytics. In order to give the dialogical interpretation 
of the  Prior Analytics a chance, I have reconstructed assertoric syllogistic in a modern, 
dialogical framework, namely the framework of "dialogical logic" first developed by Paul 
Lorenzen and Kuno Lorenz in the 1970s in Erlangen. The second part of this talk will give 
an overview of this reconstruction and will show the links with the dialogical interpretation 
based on Aristotle's texts. 
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